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VOICES OF LANSING

Oral History Project

Donna Marguerite Werback

This is Tuesday, August 14, 1990. 1'm Geneva
Kebler Wiskemann, interviewing Donna M. Werback.
We're at Donna's sister's home at 503 Curtis Road,

East Lansing.

I didn't get to see a patient file, as such, but 1
did find entries in two records for this great aunt
of mine.

Oh, this is what you found at the State Archives
about part of your family.

These are my noles that I made ahout Mary Ann
Cowherd, and this was the first book that they gave
me to read. It's a record of admissions, I guess,
but it did give me the case number you see and the
date when she was admittied. The first volume only
went to 1893, so I found her quite soon in the second
volume -- '95. She died in 1904. Then in the
patients’' general register; do you remember those

books? < Laugh >
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GW:

DW:

GW:

CW:

DW:

Oh, yes! They're libre size. Yes, I broke my back
lifting those.

I bet you did. 1 didn't attempt te 1lift it. I could
hardly turn it around on the table.

Seriously, I had spinal fusion.

Yes. I'm glad to know; because I decided I couldn't
read it unless I stood up to read it, because it was
about up bere on the page, you see. By the time 1
had stood up while I made these notes, I was all worn
out.

It had the whole thing. I knew what her age
should be, and that she was single, born in Canada,
and her father was a tinsmith. They were
Congregationalists. I don't know when they said
"Education, com." whether they meant --

Prohably weant common school,

That's what I figured, yes. It gave her residence as
Jackson, and by that time several of her brothers and
I think her father and mother were all living in
Jackson, so that jibed. This is the signature of the
Justice of the Peace for her commitment, I suppose.
No insane relatives; cause was epilepsy, which I had
heard verbally hefore but I had never seen it written

out that way. I had never heard of dementia
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GW:

epileptica, but if they want to call it that, that’'s
alright with me.

Duration one year at the age of fifty-five,-and yet
she was transferred to the mental facility?

I think she had had it intermittently since she was a
haby.

And the damage was accumulative?

I think so, but I think that the acute stage probably
had just started within the year, so that's the
reason they said it. Then I was interested in the
fact that these big pages in their final column over
at the right, said: Under treatment, so many years,
months, and days, and worked it all out.

Yes. They're beautiful records, aren't they?

They are.

You knew more about this person than most people
know. Some people come in with only a name -- and
maybe that's wrong.

Yes, true.

Well, did you feel that you got what you wanted
there?

I think so. I was hoping maybe to find more about
her parents, I mean if they had had to sign it, and
last night 1 was going through your finding aid.

There are one or two in here that might give me a




78

80

82

84

86

88

20

92

94

96

98

100

102

VOICES OF LANSING
Donna M. Werback Page 4

GW:

GW:

GW:

little wmore information, but I really don't need it.
It's not germane to what I'm trying to say, so I
think I'm just going to leave it there. I confirmed
what I needed to know. With my great grandfather, I
knew ihat he was still in Brentford, Ontario, up to
1882. I knew that his book of poems was published in
Jackson in 1894, so whether he was living there at
that time or whether he was over visiting his oldest
son who did work there, I don't know.

This was your maternal grandfather?

Yes. I haven't seen you since I got the information.
You found the finding aid that I wrote helpful to
you, didn't you?

Yes! I'm filled with admiration that you stayed with
it that long. That could drive you up the wall,
< Laugh > trying to work through these details. I
shudder to think I may have a few papers in the
archives someplace myself, but I hope not.

1 had seen you before I went to Jackson and
found the bits in the Jackson City Directories about
my great uncles, didn't I1? Did I mention it to you?
No: They have good directories here at the Library
of Michigan.

I still may, in the next two weeks, go down and ask

Lo see some of those -- particularly for Detroit.
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Oh, look at the family that you've picked up here in
the 1880's. Here's Alfred C., 1875.

Yes, and he was still there then, hut he apparently
then was the first one to leave because he wasn't
there in 1891. I know he ended up in Spokane,
Washington. This man I know stayed there until 1
think about 1905 or 6, somewhere along in there,
Christopher.

Christopher. His daughter was the same age as my
mother. They were first cousins, and Mother used to
go and visit Hazel Cowherd out in Jackson. They were
close friends besides being cousins, but Hazel didn't
come to my mother's wedding in 1907, and I assume
that the whole family had moved west by that time. I
know they ended up in California.

Anyway, this 1is the oldest brother in the
family, and this is his son. It makes it very
confusing, because there are three Thomas Cowherds
altogether.

Oh, Christopher, and here's Thomas, and here's
another Thomas.

Yes, Thomas R. L.; that's his son. He clerked at
Foote and Jenks, and I didn't realize that Foote and
Jenks were that old. I know back in the 1930's, my

father used to make photoengravings for Foote and
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Jenks. It was one of his accounts. By that time
they were making flavorings and things of that kind.
I don't know just what they were doing back in 1888,
but it's interesting to go digging.

Then this one and this one and this one were the
three children of this one. See they all have the
same address; but this one, this one, and this one
all wards.,

Yes. Clara, Ella, and Thomas R. L., were all
children of Thomas.

Apparently he didn't have any other name or didn't
use any other name. Then in 1898, by that time some
of them had gone. I know that George was the son of
Christopher. He went to California with his family,
and then he ended up as a businessman out there and
was one of the big developers of San Marino out in
Los Angeles County. I know that about him.

This I think, is my great grandfather, who wrote
the book of poetry. I think he was living there by
then.

Thomas; identified as a gardener.
He was born in 1817, so by 1898 he was well along in
years. ¢ Laughter > He probably had to identify

himself someway.
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This is the son who was the father on the other
page there, and he apparently had progressed from
being a tinsmith to heading up a sheet metal works.
He also had a telephone in his office, which I
thought was interesting; real progress,

Turn of the century.

Yes, | get interesting bits from this.

Every solution poses another question though, doesn't
it? You could keep going on and on. Well, you had
some good results there. I'm pleased to know that.
Now the census -- 1894 census, if we had one for
Jackson and right now I can't tell you whether we do
till I check, hbecause we don't have them for all the
counties. They threw the State censuses out, during
World War Il -- for scrap paper. € Laugh > We don't
have those, except those that have survived in
various offices, usually the County Clerk's Office;
but there's a possibility. Well, the 1900 census, of
course is easy to access af the State Library. Yes,
I can see your work is just beginning, Donna. I
found this biographical skelech in the State Library
that you had submitted on that old form that Esther
Loughin circulated. It was very interesting.

Here's the new one that T had made ocut for you.

don't know whether you still want il or not.
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GW:

Oh, yes. This is fine. I thought today for the
Voices of Lansing Project, we'd talk mainly about
your professional career here in Lansing, maybe that
part hefore you went into the military, Donna.
Before we do that, I know you've been thinking a lot
about Moral Re-Armament. Is there anything jyou'd
like to add about that?

Not that I can think of especially. I sent you that
one thing on the change --

Yes. That was a beautiful publication, yes.

There's more news, which is just coming out now,
about all the people that have been at Caux, in
Switzerland this summer. OFf course, they've had
large nuwbers from the Eastern Nations in Europe,
besides people from other continents, et cetera.
That's most of what's new, but I don't really have
more to add myself.

Well your father, Andrew G., and mother, Bertha, came
from Detroit to Lansing about 1925,

Yes; September 2nd, to be exact. < Laugh >

That German efficiency gene pool shows up in you,
Donna. ¢ Laughter > Why did they come to Lansing?
My father had been asked to become the manager of the
Lansing Colorplate Company. He came up and started

work there August 1st, and the family moved the




204

206

208

210

212

214

216

218

220

222

224

VOICES OF LANSING
Donna M. Werback Page 9

second of September, so we'd all be ready to start
school the following week.

He had been in that business in Detroit?

Yes. In fact, he started way back in 1900, as an
apprentice in one of the Detroit engraving plants and
worked there for four and a half years. At that
point the photoengravers in Detroit went on strike.
It was a long drawn out strike; and he ended up
taking a job first in Philadelphia, and then in
Rochester, and Toronto, and he was working in
Cleveland when 1 was borm in 1909.

I noticed that you were born in Ohio.

Yes. That's how it happened. Then we moved back to
Detroit. I always say WE moved back to Detroit: Of
course, I hadn't lived there before -- but in 1810.
My father worked in engraving most of the time,
between 1910 and 1925. He also did some building of
houses and garages. Back about the time of World War
1, there was a great need for garages to be built
because people were buying cars and needed to have a
place to put them; so he did that, more or less
moonlighting. He had been in management in two
different engraving plants before he had the chance

to come to Lansing, so he liked it.




228

230

232

234

236

238

240

242

244

246

248

250

VOICES OF LANSING
Donna M. Werback Page 10

GW:

DW:

GW:

Dw:

GW:

GW:

GW:

You were about sixteen years old when you came here
then.

Not quite. I had just one more year of high school,
so although 1 graduated from Lansing High School, I
never really felt quite a part of it; having come in
it so near the end of my time.

That must have been a little bit difficult at that
particular time in your life, to make that abrupt
change.

Yes, but it was interesting.

That's probably when you met Jane, and you became
such a fast friend.

That's right.

Then you stiayed here, 1931 to v34, you were
bookkeeper for Lansing Celorplate where your father
was manager. Did you like bookkeeping, Donna?

Yes, I've always enjoyed bookkeeping. Of course, it
isn't done my way anymore except in very small
situations. iIt's all computerized now so it's quite
a different business, but I always said that was the
one thing I knew how to do.

You did it very well, apparently, because you did it
all through your career. Secretary-Treasurer of
Donovan, Gilbert & Company: What was Donovan,

Gilbert Company?
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GW:

GW:

Investment securities. It was started by two yecung
men who had heen Lansing representatives of DRDetroit
securities dealers; Bill Donovan and Nelson Gilbert.
They started on their own in 1934. I was the rest of
the staff at that point.

You worked there for four years apparently, before
you went in the WAAC's.

Eight years, actually.

Eight years, oh yes, '34 to '42. You're right. Then
you went in the WAAC's. That must have been quite a
decision.

It wasn't a difficult decision for me. 1'd have gone
in sooner if they had been ready to have women, hut
we had to wait until Congress acted. The legislation
was passed in May of 1942, and the Ffirst group of
trainees went to Fort DesMoines on July 20th, I think
it was. Jane and I were sworn in, in Detroit on July
11th and then put on leave until we had to go to Fort
DesMoines.

What were your Ffirst reactions to the military,
Donna? Do you remember? You really hadn't been away
from home except 1o college. It was quite different
this time.

Yes, although I had for the three summers while I was

in college, 1 had bheen a camp counselor near Detroit
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GW:

for the whole summer; so I was gquite accustomed to
camphood, you might say. I really don't remember any
special reactions to my introduction to the Army. 1
know we always had to hurry up; then wait when we got
there, as they say.

Everyone says that. One of the questions that the
interviewers for Women's Overseas Service League
always ask, is the reaction of men to you as a woman.
1'd like to ask that now. How were you treated as a
female?

I was always treated very fairly, 1 felt. 1 don't
know. We were given every opportunity. Being chosen
in the first group that went to the Commanding
General's Staff School at Fort Leavenworth was
certainly a real privilege, to be one of sixteen
people in a class of three hundred. It was a bit
overwhelming.

You mean you were the only woman?

No, no, sixteen of us.

Sixteen women? That's still a lot.

Yes. Then from there I was assigned to the Fifth
Service Command Headquarters at Columbus, Ohio, as
the Assistant WAAC Director for that four-state area.
The following year when the Women's Auxiliary Army

Corps was dissolved and the women were made a part of
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GW:

the Army of the United States, we dropped one A out
of ocur WAAC. By that Lime there really was no need
for two of us full time in the WAC Director's Office.
The director herself was made sort of an adjutant to
the Commanding General, just a staff person, and my
assignment as her assistant was just an additional
duty. My main duty became work in the Personnel
Authorization Division, which kept track of how many
military and how many civilian personnel each
installation was allowed to have, and make monthly
reports to Washington. So I always felt fully
integrated in the Army. When people asked me where I
was assigned, I was more likely to refer Lo the Army
rather than WAC's, because I was very little with
actual WAC units.

Some interviewees have talked about the men not
knowing whether to say Ma'am or Sir, and that type of
thing, but that was just a transitory thing, wasn't
it? because it was all so new.

Sure. At the beginning when we were wearing the
stiff hats like the French Army had, it was always a
problem where to put them when you got inside;
whether you kept them on in the mess hall or whether
you took them off. After awhile they adopted the

little bonnets that you could stick in your pocket,
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same as the men did, or tuck it in your shoulder
strap or something. So we learned as we went along.
If you were that age again, at this particular time
of world c¢risis (which overwhelms wus all this
morning), what would your reaction be? Would you do
that again?

I think I'd be waiting to sign up again.

You would? You'd recommend the experience to another
young woman.

Oh, yes. We were lucky. Being the first, the
quality was higher. I don't mean that in a snebhish
way, but it was sort of the cream of the crop. They
took the people who had the best record first. When
we went to take our initial examinations, Jane was in
the group that went at 8:00 o'clock, and 1 went later
-— probably 10:00. She was just finishing getting
her master's degree, and I hadn't gotten around to
that yet. We caught up in time. Ot course, I had
the advantage. I got my master's degree later at
Uncle Sam's expense.

That was 1948 you went back to the University of
Michigan?

Actually, I went there from the fall of '46 until the

end of January '48, when I got the degree.
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GW:

GW:

I'm familiar with those publications that came out of
the U of M at that time: Some of those you authored.
They're new covered paperback publications. Yes, I'm
very familiar with those in my experience in the
archives, because what you wrote about inheritance
tax, for instance: That was the type of thing that
was my tool when I had to look back at the record to
see what had gone on before and about policy
formation.

During my years in the State Budget Office, we often

had students come through getting field experience,

you know. One day we had some students from Ann
Arbor. I was introduced 1o this one young fellow.
He said, "Oh, I've read what you wrote about taxes."

I said, "You just made my day as an author; I'm glad
to know." < Laughter >

It's always rewarding to know that somebody’'s read
it

Yes. I think myself, the two things | wrote were dry
as dust. I wouldn't recommend them to anybody, now.
But they were informative. They accomplished what
you wanted. So when you came back from the war, '46-
'47, you were a student at the University of
Michigan. Then it said '47. You moved very quickly

into the Department of Administration Budget Unit.
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Yes. I moved into the Budget Office before there was
a Department of Administration. I was very
fortunate. When I was first out of the Army I didn't
quite know what I wanted to do, except I didn't want
to go back to what I had left when I went into the
Army. My horizons had gone up too far for that. I
went to Ann Arbor, and I talked with Bill Haber, who
had taught me Labor Economics in Michigan State
University years hefore. He was teaching in the
Economics Department at the University of Michigan
then. He was the one that suggested that 1
investigate public administration, which I had never
heard of up until that point. So at his suggestion,
I went over and talked with John Perkins, who was a
young faculty member and currently the head of the
Institute of Public Administration.

He was very interested particularly in my
experience with government finance, which I had when
I was in the securities business, because we handled
about 99 percent municipal bonds. I used to rate all
of the financial prospectuses for the bonds that we
had to sell. I'd get most of my information from
that, from Lottie Many, whom you may have heard of in
the State Treasurer's Office, particularly; Municipal

Finance Commission, it was.
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GW: Ma-ny?
DW: M-a-n-y. She was a long-time employee there. It was

GW:

one of those cases where the woman who's usually the
second one in the office was the one who really had
the knowledge and got the work done. I'm sure you're
Pamiliar with that? < Laugh >

We were talking about Haber and how you got into
Publie Administration.

Oh, yes; so I decided that come September of '46, I
would starl working toward the master's degree in
Public Administration, but that fall Kim Sigler was
elecled and he asked John Perkins to be his Budget
Director. That took Jchn Perkins right out of the
class that I was taking from him down there, but when
he went into the Budget Office he started tc rebuild
the Budget staff, which had been wrecked by wartime
personnel problems. He wanted me to come and be in
the Budget staff.

Just about the same time, maybe a little bit
before that election in the fall, the Department of
Revenue and the Institute of Public Administration
had a notice on the bulletin board down there that
they were offering a joint fellowship in -- taxation,
I guess they called it. Whatever it was, I applied

for that and was appointed to it. That's when I got
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GW:

DW:

GW:

DW:

to know Frank Landers. He supervised all my research
for the Department of Revenue. Then Perkins got him
to come to the Budget Office and head up the research
part there. They were both just waiting for me to
get out of Ann Arbor so I could come to work for
them. I didn't fall into it, but it certainly was a
case of knowing the right people at the right moment.
It all fit together very nicely.

Do you feel that your military background and what
you'd done there contributed?

Probably; maybe made me move and act more
authoritatively.

Yes. I'm sure it did. Did you have to take a Stale
Civil Service Exam at any time, Oor were you
appointed?

No, they were all under Civil Service and I worked my
way up. The one thing they did; I started at the
bottom of (I don't know whether they still have the
same levels now that they used to have, but I think
it was) grade II, Roman Numeral II. I can't remember
whether I started at $250 a month or that was where I
ended up, but instead of having to wait six months or
a year for each promotion, they moved me up at the
end of each month for about five successive months

till I got to the top of that.
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GW: They expedited your step increases.

DW: Expedited is a good word. ¢ Laughter >

GW: Well, they wanted to keep you. Then you worked from
47 to '58, for the Budget Office; a far cry from our
budgets today.

DW: I know. I can't believe the figures when I read
them.

GW: They are just figures on paper, aren't they?

DH: Yes.

GW: You've been reading perhaps - I guess since you
were away on your excursion (o Canada that this
divestment of funds headline appeared on the State
Journal.

DW: I haven't gone back over the State Journals. 1've
been gelting my Florida paper up here from Fort
Myers, and [ had a stack like -- well, there are some
of them that I haven't gotten to yet. < Laugh > I'm
trying to catch up on those, but I didn't have my
sister save the Lansing papers for me.

GW: They have been investigating a situation where the
legislature, especially the appropriations committee,
would thoroughly wash funds through the different
agencies. They started with the Bureau of History,

under the Department of State. Then they have gone

on and found it's in DNR and of course, when they get
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GW:

GW:

GW:

to the Department of Transportation, we know that's
been going on for many years.

The Highway Department always was a law unto itself.
Indeed, indeed; and what they did was appropriate
money and then ask the agency to grant it out for
somelimes very worthy projects, but the problem was,
it was washed. It was not auditable. The paper
trail was rather obscure on purpose. We didn'tl hear
of that sort of thing -- certainly under G. Mennen
William, under whom I worked for so many years.
Michigan just had no scandals.

It's true.

We weren't like Kentucky: You've heard about that,
or out west where I've heard archivists tell me that
yYou had to pay for your job. To the party, you had
to pay specific funds to keep your job, and that sort
of thing.

Michigan went through that ages ago.

Oh, yes. We've gone beyond that, in our business
ethics. I was always impressed with G. Mennen

Williams' administration, that it was --

< Tape 1, Side 2 >
Of course, you know when I was in the municipal bond

business, we did a lot of work or a lot of business
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GW:

GW:

with the State Treasury. Theodore Fry was State
Treasurer, and he always had the reputation of being
very clean about the whole thing. Then there was one
two-year period in there when the Republicans got
back in. We had a Republican State Treasurer. I
can't even think of his name now. Anyhow, he went to
work selling off a lot of the bonds that were in the
sinking funds at the State Treasury there, that
because they had been issued before the depression,
had six or seven percent coupons on them; so they
commanded quite a premium. He would confuse people
with his bookkeeping on it, because he would say
"This was $10,000 worth of bonds but 1 got $15,000
for it.” ©Of course the $5,000 was just the interest
differential was all it was. He didn'i make any
profit on it, but he kept running and making an issue
in publications. At that point 1 learned to say, "A
plague on both your houses.” Both parties can do
that if they get the wrong kind of people in.
Manipulation.

Yes, exactly. Have you by any chance seen the book
that Frank Landers wrote a couple of years ago about
the State Budget Office?

No.
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524 DW: You should have that. I'm sure they'd have one in
the State Library.
326 GCW: 1'1l1 check. He was an impressive government service
man.
528 DW: Yes. He goes hack to when he first worked for the
Tax Commission, before they created the Department of
530 Administration, et cetera. He did a lot of research
work, and he has given a very fair, I think, picture
532 of how life was. He tells a bit about some of the
rascals we had to cope with. Incidentally, T think
534 I1'm in there several times: So is Jane. She worked
for us, you know, doing research on dietary standards
336 in the mental hospitals.
You should look that up and read it. I think
538 you'd find it interesting. It covers the same
period, mostly, during Scapy Williams' twelve years,
540 was it?
GW: I'm glad you mentioned that, because I1'11 he familiar
542 with some of those names, some of the people.
Landers was there for a long time.
544 DW: Yes, till he got into the international husiness. He
deesn't tell much about that, just refers to it, and
5486 then he ends up telling what happened in the State
government on some of these things that takes care of

548 loose ends.
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GW:

Dw:

GW:

DW:

GW:

Be interesting if someone writes a book about the
NOW. < Laugh > Quite a different story. I don't
know whether it's a breakdown in morality, business
ethics -- How do you read that?

A lot of people bave never learned that honesty was
anything but a policy. I mean, they don't have any
absolute right in their minds. They just don't think
there is such a thing.

That word "absolute" comes from Moral Re-Armament
again.

Well, yes: it's used there, of course, very
effectively.

Forrest Coggan sent me a tape since I have seen you.
I think the faet that I told him that I had
interviewed you spurred him to look through some more
materials that he brought from Denver after Blanche
died, and he sent me a tape of Mr. Hamilton speaking
in Detroit, It'g very interesting, and of course
there, I heard the word "absoclute” so often:
Absolute unselfishness; absolute honesty.

The thing is -- 1I've heard people say that's
impossible -- Well, it may be, but at least it gives
you a standard to use to measure what you're doing --

hew far you fall short.
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Well, it's a lifetime experience to prepare for that
absolute, isn't it? I'm not surprised that Moral
Re-Armament is having a rebirth at this particular
time.

You were with the Department quite some time.
How many women do you remember working with you in
the Budget Office? Were there a lot of women?
Quite a few. Of course, as usual, most of the women
were doing clerical work. The Chiel Budget Examiner
was a woman. It was Grace Murray, whom you've
undoubtedly heard of in the State government.
Oh, yes.
I was working as her assistant. Besides being Chief
Budget Examiner, which meant that she was an advisor
to all the other examiners, she was responsible for
all of the mental health budgets. I touok all of the
public health ones, but we both worked on hoth of
them. I mean, we worked together to a grecat extent.
We were the only ones who were examiners. The actual
preparation of the budget documents was handled by
women, whoe did all the editorial work, Then the
execution of the budget, including putting out
allotments and getting monthly reports and checking
them; that was all handled by some senior women

employees there. So I would say that the women had
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very important roles in it, besides Lthe two women who
were secretaries to Mr. Landers and to whoever was
handling the research part of it.

When I first went in the Budget Office, my
assignment was in research. At that point Frank
Landers was head of research under John Perkins, and
I did a couple of studies for them. The first one
was on restricted funds. We worked out a tabulation
of all of the taxes and fees that could only be used
for certain restricted purposes.

A lot of them!

Yes, which is a great problem, of course, in
budgeting. Ideally, there should be none but knowing
what rascals people can be, if you want to be sure
that your increased gas lax is only used for highway
construction, you restrict it to that., < Laughter >

That's how Lhat came to be, wasn't it?

Yes. I had only been in the Budget Office about four
months when 1 developed difficulty with my eyesight.
I had it tested locally and then tested in Ann Arbor
at the University Hospital. They found that I had a
melanoma right in the field of vision in my left eye.
The only thing to do for that was to remove the eye,
so since that time I have had only the one eye to

work with. So they decided at the Budget Office that




626

628

630

632

634

636

638

640

642

644

646

VOICES OF LANSING
Donna M. Werback Page 26

GW:

GW:

that was going to be too much of a strain for me to
keep on with research, which meant sitting and
reading through the annotated statutes endlessly.
That was when Lhey shifted me over to the public
health budgets. There was always someone else
heading up research. Then when the Department of
Administration was created in 1948, John Perkins was
appointed the first State Controller and head of the
Department of Administration. Frank became the
director of the Budget Division. A little hard to
remember some of these shifts that we made early on.
Actually, of course, hecause Kim Sigler lost the
election in 1948, John Perkins was State Controller
less than a year. [ think i1 may have heen only from
July 1 to Decemher 31, 1948.

Was that when Philetus R. Peck came in? P. R. Peck?

He came in before. He came in about the same time
that I did. He was the one who headed up the first
records division. Did you start with him then?

They were very young at that time. You know, 1ilhe
records center was actually planned with Red Miller's
Red Tape Program, et cetera.

Pre-war, this was.

Yes, and then tlhe war camej; but it was the fire in

February of '51, that was the real catalyst for that
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648 building. P. R. Peck was the driving force. Because
he had been in the Navy, he brought in Navy

650 specifications for the shelving. It would hold up
Atlas himself. < Laugh > When I went into the State

652 Archives with a tour with a teacher from Rumania last
month, I saw a brand new piece of shelving that had

654 buckled. It had already buckled under the weight of
some of those large libers. 1 looked at that and I

656 thought: "Oh, P. R., if you saw this! It would
never have happened with your specifications.”

658 He was a real mentor to the people that worked

in the early archives, when I went to work there,

GGO because we shared space in the records center with
the Department of Administration. We had two
662 agencies working very closely together, of course in

every respect, but physically close too. In fact,
664 P. R. Peck bought supplies for me to work with and
bought a typewriter for the office when our
666 Historical Commission didn't have funds to supplies,
because they had to be acid-free and that type of
668 thing. He said, "Well you need a typewriter”: And
he said, "I1'll authorize it." We ordered a green one
670 because our walls were green, and we wanted it to
look nice. He came out, and he said something very

672 Navy-like. "I didn't know you were going to get a
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green one. Don't let anyone know you bought a
colored typewriter in a color anything but black --
unheard of in State service." Of course, by the time
we retired the typewriter, everybody had blue and
pink and everything else.

That reminds me of when I first met Phil Peck. It
was before I started to work in the Budget Office.
It must have been the summer of 1947. I stopped to
see Frank Landers, who had just come over to the
Budget Office from the Department of Revenue, and
Phil Peck came in the office so Frank introduced me.
He said, "This young lady outranks both of us. I
didn't know what he was talking about at first:
Well, I was a major and they were only senior
lieutenants, I guess, in the Navy. I wouldn't even
think of it by that time, so they were both teasing
me about that from time to time.

He had a great sense of humor. I remember that he
could come into the Records Center, calm and friendly
with everyone; and maybe the next day or maybe right
after that, he'd eall a little "board of directors”
meeting, you know, and he'd point out all the things
he'd seen that he wanted corrected in the next day or
two. He just laid it out like that. ¢ Laughter >

He might be laid back, but he was still in charge.
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He was definitely in charge, and he could walk
through the building and see more things (either good
or to be correcied) and, of course, he got results.
Tell me, do they still have the Records Center out on
Charlotte Road?

It's North Logan.

Out by the Health Department, that's right.

Right; used to be DeWitt Road, and now it's North
Logan. Yes, and really the archives did not move out
of there. They shared common storage area, and the
archives did not move out of there until last year
when they moved into the new building.

Now, have they moved everything into the new
building?

I believe that they've gol everything out of their
auxiliary storage by now; however, that space is very
fast filling up.

That's what I was thinking.

You see, people have waited ever since the fire -- to
1950's. When you think about local government, even
school district records that should flow in -- just
from Wayne County alone, if we took all the materials
that should come in -- they'll bhe saturated, I
believe they say at their present rate (I believe 1

heard Lee Barnett say) that in five years they will
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be completely saturated, and they'll have to go for
auxiliary storage. Of course, 1 told them the
building was too small. They did not allow enough
space.

I had an interesting expericnce a few years back. I
was researching the life of a friend of mine who was
in the Foreign Service, so 1 figured there were
records on her in the National Archives. I went to
the main building there in the center of Washington,
and they were not as particular as the State is here.
I mean, I didn't have to tell all about what I was
doing. I just walked in cold and made out the form
that I needed to, and applied for it and got a pass.
They brought me a box not unlike the box here, but I
never knew until then that the bulk of the storage
now is at their center way out in Maryland. It's
only the old, old things that are downtown now, hack
pre-war. 1 don't know; it must be pre-New Deal, too.
It's almost showcase downtown; and then they have so
much in Arlington, and Bethesda, and out in the
Midwest, and in the Great Salt Mountain im Utah.
We're scattered for security purposes now, and
volume. Think of the volume.

I know. Several years ago, like about twenty-five or

so, the local American Legion Service Officer checked
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something for me; ended up came out of the Army with
flat feet and they thought that they could compensate
me in some way for it. I wasn't interested in it,
but T thought if I had anything coming, I'd at least
investigate it. We made out the application for the
information. The response that came back to us was
that all those records were destroyed in a fire in
St. Louis some years ago.

They did have a serious fire there that destroyed a
lot of our records.

If I could furnish the name of the doctor who
examined me, they would see what they could do about
it, but who has any idea of the names of all those
nameless doctors that you go through? I abandoned
that, but that just shows what a fire can do to a lot
of people.

Oh, yes. That was very serious for particularly Air
Force, I believe -- Air Force records that were lost
in that fire, because that was the main personnel
records office. In fact, I had their address and the
name of their commander at all times so that we could
refer people there. A lot of people would write to
us or call us for things that were not even under
State administration; but it was our job, I felt, to

always refer -- If you didn't know, you'd better
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find out so you could refer to other people on. I
don'l always run into that State service teday (and
philoscphy).

That's too bad. I'm afraid I've wandered off the
subject. < Laughter >

No, no, you can't wander off at all. 1 think that's
all part of your story, and it's a fascinating one.
It's good to hear you talk ahout these pcople that
were really exemplary civil service employees. I was
always proud to be an employee of the State of
Michigan.

I was too, and it hurns me up when I hear them making
derogatory remarks about bureaucrats, et cetera. I
know there are some rascals, but not all of them are
like that.

I worked like a dog. < Laugh > 1'm sure you earned
every cent you ever got.

One fall, between Labor Day and New Year's, I worked
a whole extra month of uncompensated overtime putting
the budget together.

I got 400 hours one time, because I worked every
Saturday. We were not open on Saturday, but that was
the day that the graduate students from U of M could
come. S0 I went in and worked, and the students

would come in and work. Finally, Dr. Reisen called
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up and said: "You know you've got all this overtime.
We can't afford to have you take any time off, and we
have no money to pay you." I said, "Well just forget
it": And they did. That was what a lot of us did.
It would never happen now: Never happen now. I'm
not sure that I would be proud to be a State employee
today. It's part of an agency. Some of them I'm
very disappointed in.
That's too had.
Yes. I expect it'll change. I don't know how I can
make it change.
It's a little Jike what I think has happened to the
teaching profession; that they don't have the
professional standards they once had. They're more
interested in the dollars.
Well, things swing one way, and then they swing hack.
Here it says, "Moral Re-Armament from '58 to
'65," and you've talked about that in your interview
back on the 1Tth of July. '65 to 'T1 says Mackinac
College. I didn't realize you were associated with
the college, Donna.
Oh, yes; because the center at Mackinac Island was
idle, really, from Labor Day until the following
summer, for the most part. Somebody had the

conviction that the best way to deal with that was to
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start a college there, which would keep the place
824 humming between September and June. So we started
work on it in the early months of 1965. First we
826 thought we would open for our first freshman class in

September of '65. The more we got into it, the more

828 we realized that that was not possible. We had to
wait until '66. We operated for four years;
830 graduated one class of twenty-some students, I think.

{ Laugh > It was a very interesting experience for
832 me. It started out using the property that had
belonged to Moral Re-Armament, and we added both a
834 library building and a classroom building for it.
Altogether, we had something between one and two
836 thousand students. I don't remember that I ever
heard that. I know one year, about our third year,
838 we were up near -- several hundred. It wasn't near a
thousand but maybe six hundred, or something like
840 that, students. We had lots of dormitory space, of
course, and we had a beautiful new classroom and
842 library, et cetera.
Then we ran into all the 1968 unrest among
844 students the world around. It got te the point where
between that and finances, which were always a
846 problem, it was touch and go. The trustees decided

along toward the spring, maybe March or April of




VOICES OF LANSING
Donna M. Werback Page 35

848 1968, they would discontinue the college. Then they
realized they had some students who were finishing
850 their third year there, who would have difficulty
getting a degree from another college if they had to
852 transfer; so we did continue through the 1969-70
year, mainly for the benefit of those students.
854 I ended up teaching the introductory course to
public administration, which was a great challenge
856 after it had been so many years since I had studied
A I took a quick refresher course, going down to
858 the Universily of Michigan Institute of Public
Administration and getting some of the newer
860 literature. I found that they had changed a lot of
their theories about public administration since
862 1946. When we opened the college and dedicated it,

we had an academic¢c procession, of c¢ourse, and I

864 marched in with the Administration, that I was the
business manager Ffor the College. Then we had
866 acquired a new business manager after a couple of

years, a man who was very good, and I was very glad
868 he came and took that over. I worked under him as
the finance officer and still did all the budgeting
870 and that kind of thing. Anyhow, then when we had our
one-and-only commencement in June of 1970, I was part

872 of the faculty, so I marched in with the faculty.
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< Laugh > That's the extent of my college staff
experience.

Sounds like it was a rewarding one. You mentioned
that there were definite changes in the philosophy of
public administration, from the days of your student
time at U of M and your teaching time at Mackinac
College. What were some of those?

The main difference that I noted was that whereas in
1946, we still thought the authority came from above.
We were still drawing organization charts in
hierarchies with the top dog up here and the
underlings down at the hottom, et cetera. In the
intervening years, there had been a lot written about
democratic government. I think they had a different
name for 1it. Anyway, you couldn't just organize
things arbitrarily and say "This is the way it's
going to be done.” You had to get people together,
and get them to cooperate and work things out in a
group.

Goals and objectives; you began to hear that.

Yes, whatever. It was a parallel to economic
democracy, which of course, some of the Dbig
corporations like in Japan or like Volvo in Sweden,
where the people who actually do the work are the

ones who do the planning too. It was just this
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898 shift, which was general throughout global society,
really, so I had to think of that.

900 I had six students in this public administration
course, plus two who took it later as extension.

302 Because nobody had very much money at this point, I
didn't want to assign them all to use or to huy a lot

904 of textbooks, so I had written as a faculty person to

ask for sample copies of two of the up-to-date

9086 volumes by authors that I was familiar with from 1946
and T.
908 I got those and then I discovered a little

handbook (paperback) put cut by the United Nations
210 which gave simple instructions for government
administration and how to organize, and went through
912 all of the planning and organizing and staffing and
all the things that you have to do, which I thought
914 summed it all up. Those could be bought for
something like a dollar and a half apiece, so I got
916 eight of those for the students in the class. My tlwo

sample volumes, I put in a little carry-all in the

918 library there for the students to use so they could
all use the same books. We made out alright. I
920 don't know that any of them have gone on to eareers

in public administration, although one of the young

922 men wanted to go into the Foreign Service, but I
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don't think he did. He got waylaid by some more
attractive offer.

It's very interesting: We had a reunion at
Mackinac Tsland a ycar ago this summer, over a long
weekend. Quite a large number of the students came
to it and brought their husband or wife and the
children. They had a great time tougether. of
course, these students are now jusi at the point of
mid-1ife crises and career changes, et cetera, having
been twentyish twenty years before. They were now
fortyish, so it was very interesting to talk to them.
All in all, I think although on the surface you'd say
Mackinac College did not succeed, it certainly did a
lot for the stiudents who did go there; and 1 learned
a lot from it, so all was not lost.

No, the institution may have floundered, but the
people did not.

Yes, that's true.

That was what was most important. After you left
Mackinac College, there's a gap there. You mean from
'TL to '74 you actually did something for fun? Did
you ever stop work?

{ Laughter > No, that wasn't quite it. Just at that
point my mother was in neced of somebody 1o go up

there. My father had died in 1965. I had always
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lived with them before 1 went to Mackinac, while 1

was working in the Budget Office, et cetera; so I

moved back to Lansing. I thought that I would
probably get a job in Lansing. In fact, Civil
Service was advertising for someone who -- I think

it was to be in the Department, but to supervise the
budgets Por all the institutions. 1t was something
that actually I had good training for, but when I was
interviewed For the job (I went and took the written
test and was called in for an interview), they asked
if I was free 1o travel to go visit these places. 1
said 1 would, but actually I shouldn't. I had
realized by that time -- This was maybe November,
December, 1970, after 1'd been home with my mother
for a few months -- I rcalized that she really needed
the steadying influence of having somebody living
with her, and seeing that she gol safely to bed at

night and organized the next day.

{ Tape 2, Side 1 >
That was the reason for that gap in there. She and I
did a lot of traveling -- not extensive traveling;
but we did have a couple of winiers in Florida and
one in California during that time.

That was an important time of giving to your mother.
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Yes. I learned a lot from that, too. Having never
married and never had a household that 1 was really
responsible for, I had not been through this before.
That too, was a time of learning.

Indeed, it would be; it would be. I had not thought
of that, Donna, but that's {rue. That's truej so
that as you've continued your life alone, that put
you in good stead, didn't it?

Yes.

You needed that too -- part of your education. Then
'7T4 to '82; Secretary/Treasurer, Newton Associates
Realtors in Fort Myers Beach. You went into a whole
different --

Some of the people that I had known in Moral
Re-Armament and at Mackinac College, too, had gone to
Florida. The older couple had lived there
originally, before they were with Moral Re-Armament.
Mother died early in 1973. I didn't put down there,
but I did Ffor about six months, I worked as a
bookkeeper for the State YMCA of Michigan, which was
supposed to be a part-time job. It was more like --
you know how those jobs are. Their offices then were
down next to the Lansing YMCA in a house where Dr.
and Mrs. Herron used to live. It was interesting,

because after all these other experiences, I thought
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for once I'd like to do a job that I thought I knew
how to do. This is a trap, I decided afterwards,
¢ Laugh > because it was too simple. All I could
think of was how inefficient the operation was, and
how it could be done much better. I thought, "I've
been in management too long to sit here and do the
simple clerieal work and not be able to change it,
not he able to direct improvements on the thing."
< Laugh > So, I hadn't made any move for a change at
all, I suffered through that winter, early 1974,
when it was a real nasty, stormy, Michigan winter
that's worse. Then I had a phone call from these
friends down there at Fort Myers Beach, saying that
they had need for a part-time bookkeeper and if I
wanted {o be a part-time bookkecper, why didn't I do
it in Florida instead of up in Lansing?

Sounded good.

Sounded good, and 1 responded very positively to
that. I went down there and spent a week with them
along in April and decided I would quit the YMCA and
get myself down there. I started there on the 15th
of June, and I was just a part-time bookkeeper to
start with. We were trying to arrange my hours so
that what they would pay me would come to just what I

could earn under Social Security and not have to pay
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it back to the government. Their business grew very
successfully, and I finally decided that if working
full-time, I might as well give up the Social
Security. I had started drawing it before my
sixty-fifth birthday because I was taking care of
Mother at that time, and I was not about to ask her
to pay me a salary for doing it. So anyhow, I wrote
to Social Security and told them I now had an
cpportunity for full-time employment, so doen't send
me any more Social Security. Actually i1t made it
quite a bit more in the years that I was working
there, and when I finally did retire at the end of
1982, it made quite a differcnce in the benefit that
I got. It worked out fine, and it was a very
interesting experience down there, too -- and a good
time to be in that field.

You've been in Lansing, but you've certainly spent a
long time away from Lansing, very different times.
When you return each time you must have seen great
changes.

Yes, and lots of places that I just feel like I'm the
stranger now. The changes are mostly for the better
I'd say, although some of it's decayed, of course,

but that happens everywhere.
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What about Lansing do you think was most rewarding to
you, Donna, in all those years?

I never thought of it.

Every community coniributes something to you, as you
in your place in time.

Yes.

Would your life have been any different if you, say,
had stayed in California or stayed in the Army?

No, I was very happy to come back to Lansing,
particularly after my year down at Ann Arbor. I
always liked Lansing because of the size of it, and
the diversity, and all of the activities that I could
take part in -- like singing in the Peoples Church
Choir and singing in choruses when the Players Guild
gave a musical; several other things like that, I
was on the go all the time. 1 was always, from 1934
on, I was active 1in the Lansing Business and
Professional Women's Club.

You said when we were looking at some of the
materials I copied from the State Library's file (and
here's a copy of the bulletin): you said you were an
editor for them.

I helped work on it. I was part of the staff: I
shouldn't have said "editor.” That was the year when

Margaret Siebert was the state president, and the
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state president always appointed someone in her local
area to edit the bulletin, I think there were four
of us altogether. One was in charge of mailing it
out. 1 was in charge of paying its bills. I guess
the other two did the editorial work.

It was a team production.

It was a team thing, yes.

You mentioned the Civic Players. They've a long
history in Lansing.

Yes. Actually, Jane and I went to the very first
play ti1hey ever gave. It was back in the early
thirties. It might have been while we were still in
cellege. If not, it was when we were first out of
college. They gave "Captain Applejack,” I think, at
Eastern Auditorium. I'm sorry to say that my memory
isn't as good as it used to be.

Oh, Donna, your memory is phenomenal,. Your syllabi
with the dates; I know you've done your homewerk to
refresh your memory, and you find that talking about
it does trigger memory, doesn't it?

Yes; and names. | always have been very fortunate to
be able to remember dates.

Well, it's the figures, isn't it?

Names, I have trouble with. For three days I

couldn't remember the last name of a woman [ was with
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in Canada wecek before last, something that I knew
perfectly well. 1t began with "G." I finally looked
on my calender, and I had written her name out on the
day thali we met her. So fortunately, that one I was
rescued on, but I have real blank spots.

But your mind is very agile when it comes to figures,
and so dates --

It's the dates that I -- 1 guess 1 have a logical
mind so that things come along in a logical
progression.

When you were with the Civie Players or active with
them, what role did you play with that group? Were
you ever on stage?

I was in two or three of the musical numbers, just in
the chorus, and move around. The only straight drama
1 was in was "Victoria Regina." I was the maid in
the very first scene when two gentlemen came to
wherever it was that Victoria and her mother were
living, to announce that the king had died, and so
she was Lthe queen. I came to the door, and 1 had
three lines to say. I think all three of them were,
"Yes, m'lord.” < Laughler ?» This is the extent of
my being on stage. It was a lot of fun. I always
enjoyed the rehearsals. You learn a lot!

Oh, yes, and the camaraderie of the people.
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DwW:

GW:

Yes, and we've had lots of very gifted people. of
course, I haven't had anything to do with them for
thirty years or more. Anyhow, I enjoyed it back in
the thirties.
Do you have any suggestions to people in Lansing,
particularly in the business community, for the
future?
Oh, I wish I would have, but I can't say that I have
been close enough to it to have any ideas about what
would be helpful to them. Lansing, I think, is like
most other places. To me, things scem so much in
transition, and I find it hard to picture just what
it's all going to be like when it setiles down
someway; because it certainly is not the place it was
before. Of course, it never has been. 1 know when
we moved here in 1925, I had been used to Detroit as
a big city. I had gone to Northwestern High School,
which at that time had 4,000 students. To come here
to a school that had only somewhere arcund a thousand
-- (I know the graduating class wasn't more than
three or four hundred, and it was only a three year
high school so it wasn't all that big) it just seemed
like coming to a small town.

When we arrived, (it was September 2nd) and a

night or two later I remember going downtown. They
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had just opened the repaved Washington and Michigan
1148 Avenues. I think they had been widened, but we
weren't living here then so I didn't see it. It made
1150 them modern streets. They still had streetcar tracks

in the middle.

1352 At the same time, about September 1s5t, the
telephone companies had merged. They used to have
1154 the Citizens Telephone Company, which served Lansing,
and of course Michigan Bell served the State.
1156 Finally, 1 guess Michigan Bell must have taken over
the Citizens, but everybody was still learning new
1158 telephone numbers; so 1 always figured that Lansing
was coming into the modern era at that point.
1160 ¢ Laughter >
When I went to college, most of Lhe lime we were
1162 living on the ecast side of Lansing, so I went to
college by streetcar. Fortunately, by my second year
1164 I had joined the sorority and spent a lot of time
there and had lunches there, so I had at least one
11686 foot in East Lansing.

It isn't the same place it was. There has been

1168 a lot of history. I was thinking this morning about
the time when the labor unions -- the UAW -- were
1170 getting organized, and they were having sit-down

strikes. When they marched from Lansing, they were
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DW:

GW:

GW:

coming out to the campus. My brother was old enough
then so that he was in the student group that met
them with bats and what-not and stopped them over
there where they started up the hill to go to the
campus itself. They never got there.

They marched down Michigan Avenue.

They marched out Michigan Avenue, yes, past Harrison
Road, and they got up to that west entrance there.
That was where the students met them and said "No
further” and got them turned around and headed back
to Lansing. I remember that, because Bill had a
little balsam wood bat that he had made.

Balsam wood? < Laughter >

Yes, it wouldn't hurt much. I think that's what it
was, but it was only about that long. It would be a
good cudgel. It was about the size of a nightstick.
That's when the students stood for peace and order.
Was that a formal organization of students, ar Jjust
spontaneous?

No, just spentaneous.,

And they turned the UAW around.

1 can't remember what year that would have been;
probably in the late 1930°'s, although my brother was
only in high school at that point. 1'll have to ask

him when it was.
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GW: [In] '38-'39: A sit-down strike had triggered
additional strikes -- the sit-down strike in Flint in
'38.

DW: Was that '38? I've always thought of it as '36.

GW: Time is such a deceiver, isn't it? < Laugh > But a
lot was going on at that time.

DW: Yes. Now that's sort of passed away, too. I mean,
look at what's happened to the membership in the UAW
~- well, the whole CIO,

GW: Quite different.

DW: And the work Lo be done in the world has changed too;
so people don't just sit and copy figures anymore,
and they don't stand and screw bolts on something
that's going past them anymore: The robots do that.

GW: We should be doing more important things.

DW: Yes; which is kind of hard on the people who aren't
really qualified mentally for L(hose more important
things. We need more labor-intensive jobs for the
simple folk.

GW: Well, we see efforts by major corporalions such as

Oldsmobile or B-0-C now, (Buiek, Olds, Cadillac), to
retrain pipefitters and other people who do not find
as much need for any more. Some of those people
respond to training in such a fine way. Il was as if

they were waiting all their lives to do something
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more challenging than they'd done in the past. I've
witnessed some of that: So some of those "simple
folk" had great potential that was never tapped --
but maybe didn't have the education or the
opportunity to specialize.

True.

But then there's that greup of pcecople who'll never
rise regardless of what we do, but that still have to
have work.

I've always admired the good apprenticeship programs
that they have in Europe; Cermany, and Swilzerland,
and Denmark, and some of the others I've had reason
to know more about. But you run into problems.

A couple or three years ago I had a friend, a
German, who brought her nephew to this country to
give him the treat of seeing America. He had just
finished his training -- supposed to be as a cabinet
maker, which he liked; but he had started to work for
an employer, and he found that this employer didn't
need cabinet makers because he made things that came
already cut out, and all that the employees had to do
was to put it together and turn it out. It was the
production thing, you see. He was bored to death
with it so he quit. He wasn't going to have that.

He wanted to get into photography, which I guess he
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CW:

has gotten into, so it doesn't always work -- for
some reason or other.

Back when my father and grandfathers were bhoys
coming up, they were apprenticed. My father spent
five years as an apprentice for An  engraver.
Actually, when the Detroit Photoengravers went on
strike, he was just about six months short of five
Years. That was one reason he went to Philadelphia,
and he finished his apprenticeship there for six
months. Then he could earn a journeyman's wages; the
great sum of $18 a week. < Laugh >
Americans today, 1 see in my grand nieces and
nephews, are so impatient. To go through the
apprentice program would take too long.

Tell me: Where chould I go? One figure I need for
my manuscript is a comparison of the value of a
dollar in 1907 and 1990. There must be a reference
librarian who will look that up for me.

Yes. 1'll get that for you, at the library.

Would you?

Sure -- 1907, and 1990. That's important, sure.

My father was then working in Rochester, I guess. I
came across a letter that he had written to my mother
in which he worked out their whole budget on %18 a

week, believe it or not. He was going to give his
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wife $12.50 of it; out of which she was to pay the
rent, and buy the groceries and other household
expenses, and for her own clothing. That left $6.50
[sic]. He was going to have a dollar fifty for
carfare, et cetera, (I think he took his Junch to
work) and they were going to put $5 every week into
what he called the mutual emergency fund -- which is
saving for the future.

I want to put under this -- this is a footnote:
To make intelligent comparisons, remember that 1290
dollars are worth so many times the 1206 dollars. It
won't make a bit of sense to just to tell it this
way. The $19 (He'd been raised by that time from $18
to $19) in 1906 would be equivalent to so much in
1990 dollars.
We can come up with that, 1 think without any great
prohlems.
I know I used to use figures like that all the time
in the budget office, s¢ 1 know they're available.
You just have to know where they are. < Laugh >
That's hard to -- you know, you spend that for lunch.
I know. < Laughter > It's awful! but we made out
alright. What's her initials? -~ why we don't need
to have one dollar bills anymore? As the Canadians

have learned ¢ unclear > or maybe they were fifty
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cent pieces. I was trying to think the other day:
What do we rcally need? the way we spend it these
days. Of course, a lot of people have wanted to do
away with pennies and just start witbh nickels. I'm
just grateful I'm not an Italian and have to deal
with ten thousand lira notes -- or the Japanese yen.
Yes. Very complicated on the world market, isn't it?
Right. Well, you are a wonderful informant, Donna.
You've had such a rich experience, and it's still
going on. Still going on!

I seem to go from one thing to another, don't I?
Well, that's the way your life has been. Everything
has flowed from level and one experience to another.
It's been very enriching, too, all these things that
come along and I've gotten involved in.

It doesn't sound like you were ever very aggressive
for them. They just seemed to -- came to you when
they were due.

They just came my way.

We really don't have a lot of control over what
bappens to us.

No, and I think that's when pecople get into trouble,
when they decide things ahead of time and then have a
fit when it doesn't work out the way they expected it

to. Nobody ever said that life was that way. Well,
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GCW:

GW:

maybe a few poets have, I was thinking of Invictus,
you know: "l am the master of my Fate; I am the
captain of my soul."” Well, that was just bluster,
really.

So, have we covered everything? Probably not.
No, we haven't. We could talk for a long time, but
that's probably enough for today. I don't want to
tire you all out.
I know, I'm always surprised when 1 get started.
We find that memory triggers memory, and we go on.
Is there anything you think we've leflt unsaid for
this session?
No. ~--
We've gone through a lot of different things. 1 hope
you and 1 can stay in touch, Donna.
Oh, I1'd like to do that, yes.
If I can help you with your research --
You mentioned something about a picture. Do you need
to have that?
I would like an up-to-date picture for our file, if
you have -- just a snapshot would be fine.
I don't have much of anything with me, practically
nothing of my own.

You can send it later, when you get back to Florida.
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Z

I do appreciate your sharing this with us, and
we're going to have to sign another deed of gift,
Donna. We do that for each session.

This is the 14th of August, 1990. The summer
certainly flew away, didn't it?

Yes, I would say so.

{ End of Interview >

Transcribed by Patricia Siggers

Lansing, Michigan
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